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veri we think back to the seventies we

remember long hair, painting flowers
om our cheeks and mang beans. What about
dispropartiomate windows, low ceilings, timy
bedrooms and Eving areas that are so jumbled
you need 24 map to navigate around them?
In cestzin cases, some of ws are anfortunate
enough to still be ving like that.

med traveller and discerning
mas Hamel had to tam the

imberior
devorator,
proverhial decorating paintbrosh on his own

Right A grandl freplac
y WL Beborw

home when he bought 2 run-down 1970s
beach houze oo the NSW Centra Coast. “1 was
2 demanding chent and wanted an interesting
miix of varioas oaltones and styles representative
of all ey traveds,” he tells us.

o rey home had a2 floorplan
indicative of its age that needed a total update.
Thomas, with the help of architect Michae]
Bell, removed most of the walls 2nd made the

oof 1 give addition 2

aof the home, where the dining and
liwing areas are sitasted, was very dark duoe ta
its shape so a central Eghtwell was instalied

to allow in mataral light. Large timber beans
were also sourced from Mewcastle in NSW
to add anchitectural imterest and detzil to the

main ceiling.
The organic feel that was being established

was complemented with timber floors stained
in dark bcquer and bladk. Upstairs, the master
bedroom: and all living areas take advantage
of the coean views on oot side and bay views
on the other. Lofty ceilings here flow from
the entertsining arex to the master bath and
bedroom, creating one space.

Dlownstairs, guest aocommodagion, including
& bedrom, semll kitchenette and seoond sisting
s, were streamfined 0 ke on s
lirses. This simplicity also creates
for a collection of Anglo-Indien Barmitere and
acoessories, which are proudly displayed. Rooens
bere weee made 1o look higher withoat the
pain of total stroctaral renovation by removing
the gyprock frem under the beams and adding
v-groove plywood to pesemble 2 timber ceiling. »




Above and bebow The Bome &5 fled with 2l sorts of merns Thomes has oollected from &l over the workd
Opposite page Lange wincdows ket Bght spll into the kinchen and ivirg room, keeping the whole homse chaeny

I was a demanding client and wanted an
interesting mix of various cultures and
styles representative of all my travels.




The organic feel that was being established
was cmnplexnented with timber tloors
stained in dark lacquer and black.
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Above Styles have been mixed in this sitting area. with contemporary art s&1 against parour chalrs and brass lantermns.

Large bi-fold doors were used to connect
the inside spaces with the outside. Metal was
used as opposed to the wsual glass and works
well 1o contrast against the woods and carth
tones. Stone was used in the bathrooms and
a limestone fireplace was sourced in Melbourne
as the centrepiece for the living area,

Thomass wealth of experience, having
worked for Parish-Hadley — one of the world's
most notable design firms — certainly helps
form a very educated opinion and knowledge
of what works well in a room. His most notable

design projects are in New York — Trump
Tower, Museun Tower and United Nations
Plaza — and using this broad knowledge of
contemporary and even period styles is always
a huge benefit to any home he designs.

By working closely with his architeet, as he
does on all projects, Thomas was sble to get
a cohesive balance of archirectural renowvation
as well a5 decorative. He has raken the home
out of the past and propelled it into the future,
a future which will certainly be full of lots of
beach holidays from now on. '»
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